SIS 2.2 Changes to Existing Objects
Submitted by:
Student Information Systems Work Group
Version:
1.2
Date Submitted:
9/29/2007
Objects Affected:
StudentContact
This document is a summary describing proposed changes to existing approved SIS data objects.  The changes are meant to increase “out-of-the-box” interoperability by improving clarity, consistency, and reliability.  Changes are related to one of the following:

1. Adding new elements and attributes to provide missing information based on feedback from state and local implementations.

2. Refining the names or definitions of elements to eliminate ambiguity and confusion, and to promote better dependability/interoperability.
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Business and End User Use Case
Clarify Description of ContactFlags
The ContactFlags introduced in 2.0 were designed to replace the old 1.5r1 Type attribute, which did not allow a person to have more than one role as a contact (e.g., both LivesWith and EmergencyContact).  Since Type was mandatory as an attribute, and thus some value had to be provided, the group thought it would be best to require some Yes value in ContactFlags so that a subscriber/requester would still be able to identify what the contact’s role was.  However, it is unclear what can be expected if the contact does not meet one of the flag descriptions.
Proposed change:  Update the element descriptions to explain that the contact object instance must not be published/provided if the contact does not have a “Yes” value for at least one of the ContactFlags.
Element:  StudentContact

Description: 

This object contains information regarding a contact person for a student.

Note:  At least one of the child elements of ContactFlags must have a “Yes” value.  Do not publish the StudentContact instance if one of the child elements does not have a “Yes” value. 
Element:  StudentContact/ContactFlags

Description:  

Contains Yes/No characteristics of the contact person's role. Provide a “Yes” value for all that apply. At least one of the child elements of ContactFlags must have a “Yes” value.  Do not publish the StudentContact instance if one of the child elements does not have a “Yes” value.
Time Line

The change will be ready for the release of the 2.2 specification. 
Object Dependencies

No object dependencies have changed as a result of the proposed change.
Changes to Other Objects
No changes to other objects will be necessary as a result of these changes. 
Infrastructure Changes

No changes to infrastructure will be necessary. 
Test Plan

As the change is strictly to clarify the descriptive text to provide more guidance, no testing is necessary.
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